354                          "IIIK  LAND OF  CHARITY."

and as our " crown and rejoicing in the day of the Lord."
Information respecting some of the modes and variety of
' circumstances in which the providence and grace and Spirit
of God unite in leading these to the knowledge of the truth
will interest our readers,

1. Many of the yoiutfj have, while attending our mlmon
whoals, been trained in the knowledge of Christian truth, and
led to give their hearts to the Lord.

" Supeian, a little boy of the Kuttuputhur .school, on being
asked by his father to accompany him to the rice-iields to
perform the annual ceremony of sowing on the day iixed
upon by the Sirkar, desired to know what he himself would
have to do in the matter. The father replied thut ho would
understand it on reaching the spot. He next bade I dm to
wear the sacred ashes. The boy reiuml to do so. The
father then forced it on his forehead with his own hand.
Instantly the boy wiped oil the ashes, telling him that he
did not like his forehead to be thus soiled. So they came
to the field. The father, amongst other ceremonies, set up a
ball of cow-dung in representation of the god Uanesu, and
seriously asked the boy to bow down before it to invoke a
blessing upon their future crop. 'Father,' cried the boy,
should I worship this cow-dung ? How could we believe
that a ball of cow-dung can bless us witli a plentiful crop ? *
The father felt sorely vexed, and finding no proper reason to
punish his only boy, he stood greatly perplexed.*'

"In the school at Kannakuiitchi there is a boy whose
father is a rich Alavan, und contributes one-third of the
rice and money required for making offerings in the temple
adjoining the schoolroom. One day this lad, seeing the door
of the inner temple loft open, entered within, took up a small
stone image of Pilleiyar which, stood ia front of the large
idol, ran away with, it, and threw it into the tank. The
sclioolmaster asked him if it was true tlxat ho h&d done so.